
AGREEMENT

PUBLIC WORKS
EMERGENCY RESPONSE

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, the purpose of this pre-disaster agreement between the agencies is to
provide for immediate assistance to protect life and property;

WHEREAS, this Agreement is authorized under State of Washington, RCW's 35 (City),
36 (County) ,38.52 (Emergency Management),39.34 (Interlocal Agreement) and 47
(Public Highway Transportation (DOT)); which is activated only in the event of a
proclamation of an emergency by the local and/or state government approving authority;

WHEREAS, the agency asking for assistance from any signatory agency will herein be

referred to as the Requesting Agency;

WHEREAS, the signatory agency agreeing to assist another signatory agency asking for
assistance will herein be referred to as the Responding Agency;

WHEREAS, it is necessary and desirable that this Agreement be executed for the
exchange of mutual aid; with the intent to supplement not supplant agency personnel.

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed by each and all of the parties signatory to the
Agreement as follows:

1. Each agency signatory to this Agreement agrees to furnish, upon its sole discretion,
those resources and services it deems to be available to each other signatory agency
hereto as necessary to assist in the prevention, response, recovery and mitigation of
proclaimed emergencies/disasters.

2. It is hereby understood that this Agreement shall not supplant pre-existing mutual aid
agreements nor deny the right of any agency hereto to negotiate other mutual aid
agreements.

3. The Responding Agency shall assist in only those situations for which it has

determined it has qualified personnel, appropriate equipment and necessary materials.
Resources of the Responding Agency that are made available to the Requesting Agency
shall, whenever possible, remain under the control and direction of the Responding
Agency. The Requesting Agency shall coordinate the activities and resources of all
Responding Agencies.



4. It is hereby understood that the Responding Agency will be reimbursed (e.g., labor,

equipment, materials and other related expenses as applicable, including loss or damage

to equipment) at its adopted usual and customary rates. The Responding Agency shall
submit an itemized voucher of costs to the Executive Head of the Requesting Agency
within sixty (60) days after completion of work (RCW 38.52.080). Unless otherwise
agreed, the Responding Agency shall receive reimbursement within ninety (90) days after
the voucher submittal date.

5. The Responding Agency shall have no responsibilities or incur any liabilities because

it does not provide resources andlor services to any other party to this Agreement. The
Responding Agency shall retain the right to withdraw some or all of its resources at any

time. Notice of intention to withdraw shall be communicated to the Requesting Agency's
designated official, or the official's designee, as soon as practicable.

6. All privileges, immunities, rights, duties and benefits of officers and employees of the

Responding Agency shall apply while those officers and employees are performing
functions and duties on behalf of the Requesting Agency, unless otherwise provided by
law. Employees of the Responding Agency remain employees of the Responding Agency
while performing functions and duties on behalf of the Requesting Agency (RCW
3 8.s2.080).

7. To the extent permitted by law, the Requesting Agency shall protect, defend, hold
harmless and indemnify all other Responding signatory Agencies, and their offrcers and

employees from any and all claims, suits, costs, damages of any nature, or causes of
action, including the cost ofdefense and attorneys fees, by reason ofthe acts or
omissions, whether negligent, willful, or reckless, of its own officers, employees, agency

or any other person arising out of or in connection with any acts or activities authorized
by this agreement, and will pay alljudgments, if any, rendered. This obligation shall not
include such claims, costs, damages or other expenses which may be caused by the sole

negligence of the Responding Agencies or their authorized agents or employees.

8. Authorization and approval of this Agreement shall be in a manner consistent with the

Agency's current procedures. This Agreement shall be effective upon approval by two or
more agencies and shall remain in effect as long as two or more agencies are parties to
this Agreement. Upon execution of this Agreement, the agency shall send an original or a
certified copy of the agreement to the Washington State Department of Transportation,
Highways &,Local Programs Service Center. Highways & Local Programs shall maintain
a list of all signatory agencies and send an updated list to all agencies whenever an

agency is added or removed from the list.

9. Any agency signatory to this Agreement may cancel its participation in this Agreement
by giving written notice to the Washington State Department of Transportation,
Highways & Local Programs Service Center.

10. This Agreement is for the benefit of the signatory agencies only and no other person

or entity shall have any rights whatsoever under this Agreement as a third party

beneficiary.
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